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ACCOUNT, &. 


ISS Jenny Cameron, the Subject of 
the following Sheets, is deſcended of 
the antient Houſe of Lochiel, Chief 
of the Name of Cameron ; one of 


the moſt numerous Clans in the Highlands of 
Scotland. 


This Clan pride themſeves in being one of 
the old Tribes in Scotland, and ſcorn to o.õ 
that they had their Original from Ireland, as 
moſt of the neighbouring Clans have. The 
preſent Lochiel pretends to be lineally deſcend- 
ed from the firſt Man of the Camerons, who 
ſettled in that Part of the Country above feven 
Hundred Years ago; though he muſt certain- 
ly ſtretch a little in his Accounts, fince Sir- 
names have not. been ſo long in Uſe in Scot- 
land; at leaſt it is impoſſible to ſupport the An- 
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tiquity of any Family fo far back, by authen- 
tick Records, ſince the original Inventor of 
Charters, in that Kingdom, was Malcolm, fir- 
named or rather nicknamed Kenmore or Great- 
head, who was the firſt thatdividedthe Kingdom, 

and aſcertained Property, by Deeds in Writing. 

Theſe are the only Vouchers we can depend 
upon, for determining any Queſtions relating 
to the Antiquity of Families; all preceding 
that Time have no other Authority than 
that of the antient Bards, who were a king of 
Poets, retained about the Houſes of Perſons of 
Diſtinction, and who ſung, in their Songs, tbe 
Genealogy and great Deeds of their Patron's 
Anceſtors, this being the only Way they had 
to keep them in Remembrance. 


Now, it is . to ſuppoſe, not only from 
the great Liberty that is taken in all poetic 
Performances, but from the Dependance which 
the Bards had upon their ſeveral Patrons, that 
every Blemiſh in the Hiſtory of their Family | 
was forgot, and every Circumſtance tending 
to aggrandize the Memory of their Anceſtors, 
was greatly exaggerated, beyond not only the 
Bounds of Truth, but even Probability. 


To this is owing the great Mixture of Fa- 
ble, that we meet with in all the traditional 
Hiſtories of antient Families, and the Diffi- 
culty there is of coming at the leaſt Reſem- 

blance 
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blance of Truth, in any Facts that take their 
Date beyond chat Period, when Records in 
Writing came to be univerſal, 


The Account which the Bards give of this 
Family, is perhaps as full of F able as that of 
any Family in Europe; it ſeems to be a com- 
pleat Body of Higbland Mithology: They 
go back as far as the Giants, ſaid to inhabit 
that Country, and the North of Ireland, and 
tell you monſtrous Stories, which bew the 
Vanity as well as Ignorance of thoſe who 


compoſed a kind of Hiſtory from theſe Tra- 
ditions. 


But, however amuſing theſe Reveries might 
prove to our Readers, we ſhall not trouble 
them at preſent with a Recital of them, nor 
go ſo far back as to trace the Original of Miſs 
Jenny Cameron's Progenitors: We ſhall not 
trace them through all their Shiftings, before 
they came to ſettle upon the Eſtate of Lochiel, 
or follow their Genealogy through thoſe Gene- 
cations preceding that Time, in which they 
aſſumed the Name of Cameron; that Name, 
though not the firſt that diſtinguiſhed her 
Progenitors, is, of all Conſcience, of Antiquity 
enough to gratify her Vanity; though ſhe had 
been Miſtreſs of a much more illuſtrious Per- 
ſonage than the Chevalier Charles, 
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We are told, that the firſt Man who was 
diſtinguiſhed by the Name of Cameron, was a 
very great Warrior, and a Man of prodigious 
Strength: There is a Stone near Acknacary, 
the Seat of Lochiel, that muſt weigh at leaſt 
five Hundred Weight, which this Man could 
raiſe off the Ground with one Hand, and could 

toſs it almoſt like a Foot-Ball : He could twiſt 
a Plongh-Share like a Twigg, and there were 
no Ropes of Hemp ſtrong enough to bind 
him; in ſhort, he ſeems to be another Sampſon, 
only with this Difference, that his Strength 


did not lye in his Hair, nor was he fo eaſily 
wheedled by the Women. | 


This great Man challenged all the mighty 
Men of the Age to fingle Combat, and always 
came off Conqueror; but in one of thoſe En- 
counters he happened to meet with one Acci- 
dent, which ſet his Noſe a little on one Side, 
perhaps might have a Piece- cut off, and the 
Surgeon might ſew 1t on in ſuch a Manner, 
that it did not cut his Face at right Angles, 
but ſtood ſomewhat awry; from whence he 
was diſtinguiſhed by the Nase of the Knight 
witch the Wry-Noſe, which the Word Cameron 
ſignifies in the Highland Language. 


It is the Cuſtom to this Day in the Higb- 
lands, to diſtinguiſh Perſons by any Singularity 
which they have about them, whether it be a 
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Beauty or Deformity ; ſuch as John the fair, 
Jumes the crooked, John the blind, and ſo on; 
and it happened to be the Fate of this great 
Man to be nicknamed Hugh with the wry 
Noſe: As Patronimics were much uſed in that 
Time, his Son, as having no particular Beauty 
or Deformity of his own, was diſtinguiſhed by 
the Name of Charles the Son of Wry-Noſe, 
or Cameron, and this was aſſumed by all their 
Succeſſors as a Sirname. 


Thus much for the Original of the Name 
of Gameron ; let us proceed to the reſt of theit 
traditional Hiſtory, This firſt great Man with 
the Wry-Noſe, came originally from the Shire 
of Dumbarton, and had come to that Part of 
the Country where Lochiels Eſtate now lies, to 
make Suit to one of the Daughters of M' Ta- 
viſh, Baron of Straborgig: The Man ſoon 
ſucceeded in his Suit, Strength and Valour be- 
ing the only Qualifications fit to procure him 
Succeſs, either with the Lady or her Friends; 
but now, as he had a Wife, he muſt endea- 
vour by his own Proweſs, to find out an Eſtate, 
which he was reſolved to come at by any Means, 
no matter how unjuſtifiable. 


Part of M Donald of Glengary's Eſtate 


lay moſt contiguous to his Father-in-Law's, 
and for that Reaſon: he fixed his Eyes upon 
that, as the moſt proper for his Purpoſe : He 
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toon picked a Quarrel with G/zngary, and the 
AM Taviſhes and the M Donald's went to Log- 
gerheads. Hugh Cameron wanted much to 

have Matters decided by ſingle Combat, as con- 
fiding moſt in his own perſonal Strength ; but 
Donald of Glengary, though he did not 
want natural Courage, yet declined entering 
ſingly the Liſts with ſo redoubted an Anta- 
goniſt, but depended upon the Superiority 
which his Clan had in Numbers, over that of 
Cameron's Father-in-Law, N 


They had ſeveral bloody Skirmiſhes, but 
ſtill the M' Donalds, though at a great Ex- 
ence of Men, came off viQtorious by the 
Force of Numbers; ſo that Cameron, after a 
Struggle of ſeveral Years, found himſelf in no 
likelihood of conquering an Eſtate, though in 
the Attempt. he had conſiderably weakened the 
Family into which he had matched, and made 
them look upon him with Indifference, if not 
with ſome Degree of Reſentment, as the Cauſe 
of all their Misfortunes, 


Mr. Cameron grew melancholly upon his 
Diſappointments, and to divert it, went to pay 
a Viſit to his Relations in Dumbartonſhire, 
where he began to indulge his Spleen in an 
extraordinary Manner, which very much 
alarmed his Friends, but much more an old 
Woman, who had been his Nurſe, and who, 


according 
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according to the Cuſtom of that Country, was 
fonder of him than Parents generally are. 


This old Woman was reputed very wiſe 
and cunning; and, amongſt her Neighbours, 
had neither more nor leſs than the Reputation 
of a Witch, and was faid to be very familiar 
with the Devil, whom ſhe could conjure up 


at her Pleaſure, and ſend him like her Foot- 


man upon any Meſſage ſhe pleaſed ; Whether 
Mr. Cameron was void of Faith in Witches, 
or imagined his Misfortunes paſt the Cure of 
the Devil, he never once thought of applying 
to his wiſe Nurſe in any of his Extremities; but 
the old Woman, who, as I have obſerved, was 
doatingly fond of him, perceiving his deep 
Melancholly, ſoon got at the Cauſe, and as 
frankly proffered him her Aid, and that of all 
the Spirits ſhe could command, 


Cameron was ſome Time before he could 
liſten to the old Woman's Council; but at laſt, 
rather tired out with her Importunities, than 
convinced by her Arguments, he promiſed 
to follow her Advice, which ſhe aſſured him 


would bring him to the Poſſeſſion of his utmoſt 


Wiſhes, 


She adviſed him to return immediately to 
his Father-in-Law's, and to depend no more 
upon his Valour for his obtaining the Eſtate, 

but 
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but to traſt to her Cunning for compaſſing his 

2nds. She fatniiſhed him with a Parcel of 
Thongs, which, in the Highland Tongue, are 
called els, and directed him to make Uſe of 
them in this Manner: Sbe adviſed him to 
catch a Fox alive upon his Father-in-Law's 
Eſtate, and tye to the Tail of the Fox, a Bun- 
dle of Thongs, in ſuch Manner as that they 
ſhould trail upon the Ground, and then let 
the Fox looſe ; the Conſequence of which, 
the' fil; would be, that all the Land the Fox 
ſhould run over, and ſurround with the Thongs, 
ſhbuld be his and his Heirs for ever; and that 
the Land, ſo run over, ſhould be converted in- 
5 the ſame” Nature with that Ground which 

he Thongs laſt touched of his Father-in- 
Law? s Eftate, That Cameron might have a 
good Eſtate, as well as a large one, he let the 
Fox looſe upon a fine Meadow, juſt border- 
ing upon M. Donald of Glengary s Eſtate, 
thinking by this Means, that he. thould have 
all the promiſed Land, and that it would all 
conſiſt of a fine Meadow. is 


The Charms were perkeitech with Cre. 
mony, and the Fox let looſe after pronouncing 
{everal Incantations, which the old Woman 
had directed; and that he might travel the 
tiſter, and take the Courſe which they intend- 
ed, they ſet we Dogs after him. , ; 


The 
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The Animal was glad of his Liberty, and 


eager of 'preſerving himſelf from the Dogs that 


purſued him, endeavoured to elude their Chace, 
by running into a little Brook that run thro 
the Meadow where he was ſet at Liberty: 

Then the Dogs loſt Sight and Scent of him, 
and he kept along the Channel, till he came 


to the Eſtate of Glengary: Water being the 


laſt Thing the inchanted Thongs touched, as 
faſt as the Fox run, Water overflowed the 
whole Country; ſo that in the Space of a 
few Hours, all the Valley, for ſeveral Miles 
together, was one continued Zoche or Lake. 
The M' Donalds were affrighted at this un- 
natural Inundation; and ſuch of them as had 


Time to eſcape, removed their Habitations 


higher up into the Mountains; and left this 
Lake, and the adjacent Hills, to be peaceably 
poſſeſſed by Cameron and his Followers, 


What became of the Fox, or where he 
ſtopped, my Hiſtorian does not inform me; 
but from the Original of this Loch it is called 
Locbiel, or the Lake of Thongs; and from 


this Loch the chief of the Camerons take their 
Title; 


This Story, however fibulous it may appear 
to be, is gravely repeated by the Camerons, 
and ſeriouſly believed. That the whole Fiction 
may conceal ſome Truth thus allegorically 
related, I am apt enough to believe; yet the 

true 
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true Meaning lies fo deep in Fable, that it is 
impoſſible for me to make the leaſt Conjec- 
ture about what it imports; however, we 
may conclude from this, that the Camerons 
are a very old Generation; ſince there appears 
ſo much Fable in their Hiſtory : And this we 
may take as a Specimen of the Records of the 
Highland Bards, who are the chief Support of 
the Antiquity of Highland Families; ſince we 
find moſt of them made up of Legends, as 


incongruous and improbable as what I have 


NOW related 4 


We have now given Miſs Jenny Cameron's 
great Progenitor both a Name and an Eſtate, 
and accounted for their Manner of coming 
by both; which the Reader ſees was very 
honeſtly. We muſt now bring him down a little 
nearer to our Time; but it would be tedious 
to the Reader, and not over and above edifying, 
to give a minute Detail of the. Genealogy of 
this Family : it is ſufficient to aſſure them that 
there has been a conſtant Succeſſion of great 
Men repreſenting this Houſe, down from 
Hugh the Wry-Noſe, to the preſent Lochiel, 
very famous in the late Rebellion. They 
have preſerved the Eſtate ever fince, and 
matched with ſome of the beſt Families in 
the Shire of Argyle and Inverneſs ; the Re- 
venue of their Eſtate never exceeded above 
five Hundred Pounds a Year, and is beld in 


Vaſlalage, 
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Vaſſalage, Part of the Duke of Gorden, and 
Part of the Duke of Argyle. 


Sir Hugh Cameron, Father of the preſent 
Lochiel, was zealous againſt the Revolution; 
appeared againſt it under my Lord Dundee ; 
and upon bis Defeat went over to France, 
where he remained ever fince, till the break- 
ing out of the late Rebellion; when he 


came over with the Chevalier Charles, and 


was killed at the Battle of Culladen. The old 
Man, tho' above eighty, ſeemed as ſtrong and 
vigorous as a Man of fifty; walked upright, 


and could fit a Horſe with moſt Men in 
Europe: He had contracted a mortal Avei ſion 


againſt the Engliſb', which nothing could 
abate ; this he had imbibed from his Father 
Sir Hugh Cameron, who had conceived the 
fame Antipathy on account of ſome Cruel- 
ties Cromwel/s Soldiers had committed in that 
Country during the Uſurpation. It is repor- 
ted of this Sir Hugh, that one Day, in an 
Engagement with ſome Eng/i/h Soldiers, he 
was thrown down by one of them and diſ- 
armed ; the Soldier generouſly offered Sir 
Hugh Quarter, but he faid he ſcorned to owe 
his Life to an Engliſhman; and having no 
other Weapon to defend himſelf, or annoy 
his Enemy, he ſeized the Soldier by the 
Throat with his Teeth, and tore him in ſuch 
Manner, that he died upon the Spot. To this 
| | national 


[ 14 ] 
national Antipathy, rather than any Aﬀection 
to the Houſe of Stuart, we may aſcribe the 


Appearance of this Gentleman in the Re- 
bellion. 


As "Ge the young Gentleman, no Man ever 
ſuſpected him the leaſt inclinable that Way ; 
on the contrary, he was ſuppoſed, of all the 
Chieftains, the moſt cordially in the Intereſt 
of the preſent Royal Family; and it is abſo- 
lutely certain, that he knew nothing of the 
Invaſion, before the Chevalier actually land- 
ed: He had not a hundred Stand of Arms 
amongſt his whole Clan, nor the leaſt Prepa- 
ration for an Affair of ſuch Importance. When 
the Chevalier landed, he received an Account 
of it by an Expreſs from his Father, with 
Orders to raiſe forthwith the Clan, and to 

come in Perſon to join the Pretender: But 
young Lochiel remained irreſolute ; and tho 
Charles and his Father lay for near fix Weeks 
at the Houſe of M Donald of Kinloch Meidart, 
he never- once thought of joining them, or 
convocating the Clan : But at laſt the young 
Pretender came to his Houſe of 4cknacary, 
with only fifty Perſons in his Retinue ; not- 
withſtanding his long Stay in the M' Donalds 
Country, The old Gentleman now appearing 
to the Clan in Perſon, the Son had nothing 
left him but to obey his Father's Command, 
like his other Vaſſals, who flocked to their 


old 


ES 


old Chief ; and the Command was given to 
Father and Son. 


The Clan of Camerens are about eight 
Hundred fighting Men ; that is, they were 
computed to be able to bring that Number 
into the Field at any Time before the Com- 
mencement of the Rebellion; and ſtrong, ro- 
buſt, active Men, as well ſkilled in the Ex- 
erciſe of Arms as any of the Clans of Scot- 
land, and as little addicted to Pilfering, ſo 

common amongſt their Neighbours the M 
Donalds; the preſent young Lochiel having 
made it his Study to keep them honeſt, and 
ſpent moſt of his Time in poliſhing them, 
and adminiſtring Juſtice among them, which 
he did to ſuch a Degree of Severity, that he 
perhaps had as little of the Affection of his 
People as any Chieftain whatever ; For the 
other Chiefs often gain the Good-will of their 
Clan, by connivipg at either their Fraud or 
Wolenel; but TLochiel would purchaſe their 
Friendſhip at no ſuch Rate: He thought his 
Authority ſufficient to keep them in Subjec- 
tion, and never troubled his Head whether. 
they obeyed him out of Love or Fear. 


There are but few Gentlemen of the Name 
ſettled in Scotland, tho there are a conſidera- 
ble Number of them Abroad in the Service of 
France and Sparn ; 3 the younger Brothers of 
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this Houſe chuſing rather to puſh their For- 


tunes in the Army, than live dependant at 
home upon the ſmall Patrimony which their 
Eſtates in that Country afford them, 


The chief Branch of this Family is Mr. 
Cameron of Glendeſſery, of which Houſe Miſs 
Fenny Cameron is a Daughter. The Eſtate ' 
of Glendeſſery does not exceed one hundred 
and fifty Pounds a Year, yet he can raiſe 
very near as many Men as his Chief, Hugh 
Cameron of Glendeſſery, Miſs Jenny's Father, 
was a Gentleman of yery good Parts, and bore 
an exceeding good Character in his Neighbour- 
hood, lived genteely, and yet kept within 
the Bounds of his Income, which he endea- 
voured to augment by his large Dealings in 
Cattle, a Buſineſs which Men of all Ranks 
follow i in that Country. He beſtowed a liberal 
Education upon all his Children, but ſeemed 
laviſh in his Expences upon Miſs Jenny, who 
was his eldeſt and darling Daughter ; but out 
of a miſtaken Tenderneſs for her, was ſo long 
before he would put her under that Reſtraint 
which her Education required, that ſome Paſ- 
ſions were allowed to take ſo deep Root in her 
Mind, that neither Time, Care, nor * 
ces could eradicate them. 


From her Infancy ſhe was indulged in every 
Thing, and the whole Family were in a man- 
ner 


[ 17 ] 
ner Slaves to her Caprice; her natural Temper 


was hot and violent, and the Care that was 
taken to gratify all her Humours, rather in- 


creaſed than abated the natural Impetuoſity of 


her Spirit : She ſoon diſcovered an uncommon 
Genius, and a piercing Wit, which ſo pleaſed 
the Father, that he could by no means think 
of curbing her Paſſions, for tear of dulling this 
lively Genius; the cultivating of which he 
choſe to prefer to that of the Improvement of 
her Judgment, 


Miſs, during her Stay in the Nurſery, was 
the Plague of all the Family; yet her Follies 
and wild Excurſions pleaſed her doating Pa- 
tents: She was altogether the Romp, and 
could never be brought to herd with her Siſters: 
She deſpiſed their Amuſements, her Diverſions 
were ſtill amongſt the Boys, and all her child- 
iſh Actions ſhewed a Diſpoſition more maſcu- 
line than is really common, even for Boys of 
her Years. 


She was by no means delicately or tenderly 
brought up; that being an Error which Pa- 
rents never fall into in that Country : There 
was no Care taken of her Complexion, or her 
Shape, no Regimen of Diet obſerved to keep 
her lean; but in every thing Nature left to 
take its Courſe, in as wild a Manner as the 


Animal Creation : She grew very ſoon to be 
B 3 
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a luſty robuſt Girl, and began now to be too 
big to be allowed any longer to romp with the 
Boys; and tho' ſhe was yet but juſt turned 
of eleven, ſhe betrayed a Forwardneſs in her 
Diſpoſition not common to Women of Twen- 
ty; and was diſcovered in the Haggard one 
Evening attempting a Game of Romps with 


a Boy ſome Years elder than herſelf : This 


convinced her Parents that there was no man- 


ly Exerciſe in which Miſs could not bear a 


Hand ; at leaſt ſhe had a ſtrong Inclination 


to learn, 


This Diſcovery convinced them, but too 
late, that they had been very remiſs in culti- 
vating her Mind, and given her too much 
Liberty, which they knew not now how to 
retrench : They even durſt not find Fault with 
the Indecency they had diſcovered, nor pro- 
hibit it, leſt her Inclinations, which were al- 


ways the fiercer by Oppoſition, ſhould get the 


better of all their Caution: They fondly ima- 
gined, all that had happened was the Effect 
of pure Ignorance and unaffected Innocence; 
and they conceited, if they made any Pother 
about it, that ſhe might take it into her Head 
to be trying at it again: So the whole was 
laughed over in a Jeſt, but Ways and Means 
were found to ſend the Boy out of the Way, 
and Miſs muſt now prepare to go to Edin- 
burgh for her Education, ſhe having as yet 

been 
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been taught nothing elſe, except barely to read 
the Engliſb Bible, and could ſcarce ſpeak a 
Word of any thing, but the vulgar Highland 
Tongue. 


The Abſence of her young Paramour gave 
her a deal of Trouble, which ſhe did not ſo 


much as attempt to conceal; the raved and 


ſtormed, was mad and melancholly by Turns, 


and this ſeemed to be the firſt Thing that gave 


her any laſting Uneafineſs : Her Behaviour did 
not a little afflict her Parents, who could now 
ſee that there was ſomething growing, if not 
rooted in Miſs's Diſpoſition, which threaten- 
ed their Family with indelible Diſhonour: 
They therefore haſtened her Departure to E- 
dinburgh, where ſhe was put under the Tui- 
tion of an Aunt of Lochzel's, an old Lady of 
great Prudence and ftrit Virtue, * 


It was in vain to conceal any Part of Miſs's 
Diſpoſition from Mrs. Cameron ; it was rather 
neceſſary to make her acquainted with all her 
Foibles, in order to guard againſt the bad Con- 
ſequences of them : She had heard them by 
Report, but found, when the Original came 
up, that ſhe had got but an imperfect Sketch 


of this extraordinary Picture. She found her 


a perfectly wild uncultivated Hoyden, who did 
not want Senſe, and had a ſurprizing ready 


Wit, but was buried in a violent paſſionate 
B 2 Temper, 
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20 
Temper, impatient of the leaſt Degree of 
Contradiction; but the Regard ſhe had for the. 


Family made her undertake tbe taming of 
her. 


By the Help of fine Cloaths, and ſome 
Trifles that were uncommon to her in the 


Highlands, ſhe was kept within ſome Bounds 


for a few Days, and prevailed on to ſtay at 


home, tho' ſhe thought ſhe was to be at as 
much Liberty to romp in the City, as at her 
Father's Seat in the Country : She ſoon grew 
weary of Reſtraint, and muſt have her own 
Way. Mrs, Cameron endeavoured, by all the 
fair and indulging Means poſſible, to bring 
her to ſome Reaſon, and was unwilling to 
ute her with any kind of Severity ; but Miſs 
grew ſo turbulent, that the Lady found ſhe 
muſt try what Effeds a Courſe of wholeſeme 
Diſcipline would work upon Miſs, who ſoon 
gave her Opportunity to put the Experiment 
in Practice. She had done ſomething which 
highly offended the old Lady, who chid her 
for it, but Miſs laugbed at her: In return, Mrs. 
Cameron called her into her Cloſet, and there 
intended to give her ſome moderate Cor- 
rection: Miſs, not uſed to ſuch Treatment, 


couid not be brought to ſubmit to it, but fell 


foul with her Fiſts at the old Lady, who 
was by no means abe to get the better of 
her ; but was obliged to call out for Help to 

| the 
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the Servants in the next Room. She herſelf 
had locked the Door, and Miſs held her down, 
beating her all the while with a Birch- Rod, 
which the old Lady intended for another 
Uſe; ſo that the Servants could not get in 
without breaking open the Door; and the 
old Lady was obliged to capitulate with Miſs, 
and promiſe her an unlimited Induigence for 
the future, and Forgiveneſs for the preſent : 
Theſe Articles ſettled, and having now pretty 
much fatigued herſelf, ſhe opened the Door, 
and let the Servants enter. 


Mrs. Cameron proved like the French King, 
no very rigid Obſerver of Treaties ; ſo that 
Miſs, with the Help of the Servants, found 
herſelf obliged to ſubmit to a Courſe of Cor - 
rection ſhe had never known before, which 
the old Lady continued to repeat every 
Morning for a Fortnight, till (ſhe had pret- 
ty much humbled Mils's Spirit, and brought 
her to a ready Compliance with her Will : 
This Method had the Effect of making her 
more tractable, and obliged her to an unwil- 
ling Application to her Education, but could 
force no Good into her Mind, nor eradicate 
from thence thoſe vicious Principles ſhe had 
imbibed. She now learned the Cunning to 
conceal thoſe Inclinations ſhe knew would he 
diſagreeable to her Tutoreſs, and to feign a 
Regard for Things to which her Miad was 
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utterly averſe. She ſo ſoon learned the Art 
of Diſſimulation, that in a few Months ſhe 
appeared to Mrs, Cameron quite altered, She 
was all on a ſudden as grave as a Matron, 
and had quite forgot the Romp; yet this was 
all Affectation, for when out of her Sight, or 
that of thoſe who would inform her, ſhe was 
the ſame wild Thing as before: However, 
ſhe advanced ſurprizingly in her Education; 
in leſs than two Years ſhe was Miſtreſs of 
French and Italian, wrote a fine Hand, un- 
derſtood Figures ſufficient for all the common 
Occurrences of Life, had learned to dance, to 
play upon the Spinet, and was a compleat 
Needle-Woman : She was now grown tall, 
and the Difference of her Manner of living 
had rendered her Shape more proportionable ; 
it was naturally eaſy ; her Features were agree- 
able, tho* ſomewhat ſtrong, but her Com- 
plexion exceeding good : She had two large 
ſparkling Eyes, with a wanton Softneſs about 
them that never failed to pleaſe, eſpecially 
if ſhe defigned a Conqueſt. Her Stature is of 
the firſt Size, which, added to a particular 
Majeſty ſhe has in her Mein, rendered her, 
when young, if not a Beauty, at leaſt one of 
the moſt agreeable Women of the Age. 


She was now of Years to be ſenſible of the 
Attractions of her Perſon, and, like moſt 
young Women, ſet rather a higher Value on 


n 
1 
* 
"$5 
1 
e 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
% 
. 
* 
9. 


123 

them than they deſerved: She had much of 
the Coquet in her Temper, and took great 
Pride in the Flattery and Courtſhip of Gen- 
tlemen, who as yet treated her only as a Child, 

tho' ſhe imagined herſelf old enough to merit 
their moſt ſerious Addreſſes. Mrs. Cameron 
kept ſtill a watchful Eye over her Conduct, and 
her Regard, or rather Fear of that Lady, kept 
her a little within Bounds, and hindered her 
from quite giving Way to the natural Gaiety of 
her Diſpoſition, at leaſt in public; but in pri- 
vate, ſhe took all Opportunities of indulging 
that romping Humour, to which ſhe had 
been accuſtomed in her Infancy. 


She contracted ſuch an Intimacy with the 
Maid of the Houſe, that by degrees ſhe made 
her familiar with Mrs. Cameron's Footman, a 
young Fellow who had been formerly Page 
to a Nobleman, in whoſe Service he had be- 


come acquainted with all the faſhionable Vices 


and Follies of the Town : Theſe three contrac- 
ted a ſtrict Friendſhip together, and Miſs was 
as familiar with her two Companions, as if 
they had been her Siſter and Brother. As ſoon 
as Mrs. Cameron was gone to Bed, the Cabal 
uſed to go a merry-making and romping for 
Hours together; for ſome Time they con- 
fined their Amuſements to the Houſe, but at 
laſt the Humour took them that they muſt 
go rambling in the Streets, Miſs and the Maid 

B 4 dreſſing 


„ 
drefling themſelves in Men's Apparel, and 
attended by the Footman, they ſtrolled about, 
picking up the Women of the Town, with 
whom they ſometimes went to a Bawdy-houſe, 
and carried the Frolick as far as their Sex 
would permit them : This Humour mightily 
pleaſed Miſs, who was always impatient till 
Night came, that ſhe might get rid of her 
Petticoats, and aſſume the Breeches, which 
ſuited her Temper much better than her own 
Dreſs: Then ſhe gave a Looſe to the natural 
Fire of her Spirits, and acted the Cavalier 
to a Miracle, They carried on this, Trade 
for ſome Months without Diſcovery ; but 
unluckily one Night, happening to be upon 
their Rambles, they went to a noted Houle in 
the Suburbs, known by the Name of Lucky 
Spence's; from whence the Footman was diſ- 
patched on ſome Meſſage into the City, while 
the two Maiden Cavaliers engaged a Couple of 
Miſtreſſes over a Bottle: In the interim a Quar- 
rel happened in the Houſe, and theGuards were 
called, who carried along with them all they 
found there, and among the reſt. our two 
Ladies in Maſquerade : They had frequently 
before been in Jeopardy, but the Footman 
had always Addreſs enough to get them off; 
but he being abſent, they were hurried with a 


large Train of common Women to the Guard- 
houſe. 


As 
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As they appeared like Gentlemen of Faſhion, 
the Captain on Duty treated them with abun- 
dance of Reſpect, but could not diſcharge 
them till they were carried before a Magi- 
ſtrate the next Morning: They till concealed 
their Sex, but unluckily ſome of their She- 
Companions, judging of them by their Ap- 

pearance, uſed Miſs with a Kiad of Fami- 
liarity common to theſe Creatures, and made 
a Diſcovery of what ſhe wanted ſo much to 
conceal, which produced abundance of Mirth 
at their Coſt amongſt the Officers, who now 
looked upon them as Women who had a 
Mind to indulge themſclves, without ſcanda- 
lizing the Sex : They would have been fami- 
liar with our She-Cavaliers, but Mits finding 
that ſhe ſhould be obliged to diſcover who ſhe 
was, in order to get her Diſcharge the more 


eaſily, affected an Air of Modeſty, and refu- 
{ed their Sollicitations. 


The Officer happened to know Mrs, Came- 
ron, and out of Reſpect to the Family, went and 
acquainted her with the Condition of her Kinſ- 
woman : The old Lady went immediately to 
one of the Magiſtrates, and prevailed on him 
to come down to the Guard and diſcharge cur 
Adventurers. This Story, which could not be 
ſmothered, as ſo many were privy to it, afford- 
ed Matter of Converſation to all the Tea-Tables 
in Town for ſeveral Days; and Miſs was oblig- 
ed to keep at home, not having quite Courage 


enough 


( 
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enough to face the Public, The Maidwasturned 
off, but the Footman having Addreſs enough 
to get home as ſoon as he found Miſs was taken 
into Cuſtody, concealed his being of the Par- 
ty; and as it was not the Buſineſs of the other 
two to diſcover him, remained both in his 
Place, and in the Confidence of Miſs, which he 
had now ſo much of, that ſhe could deny him 
nothing : He had found out her weak Side, 
and gueſſed that tho' ſhe had too much Senſe 
to have a ſerious Paſſion for him, yet he had 
been ſo uſeful to her in thoſe Pleaſures ſhe had 
ſtolen without the Conſent of Mrs. Cameron, 
that ſhe could have no Antipathy to his Per- 
ſon, or no Prepoſſeſſion to his Diſadvantage : 
He judged, that when once a Woman of Fa- 
ſhion can humble her Pride ſo much, as to 
make a Confidant of a menial Servant, and 
take Liberties before him unbecoming her Sex, 
the Remains of Virtue, unſupported by her 
Pride, can withſtand but a feeble Aſſault ; he 
therefore took a fit Opportunity to declare his 
Paſſion ; which he found was received better 
than he expected, and with very little Appli- 
cation gained the laſt Point. 


She was now turned of ſixteen, and abun- 
dantly amorous: There was no Want of 
Opportunity, as nobody ſuſpected any Thing 
of an Intrigue; the Diſtance between the 
Footman and Miſs ſecuring them from | the 
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leaſt Suſpicion, and they went on, mutually 
pleaſed with each other for near ſix Months; 
when Miſs found an uncommon Alteration 
in the State of her Health. She was ſo igno- 
rant as not to ſuſpect the Cauſe, and applied to 
Mrs. Cameron for Advice ; who, to her Sorrow, 
knew the Diſeaſe but too well; however ſhe 
had the Prudence and Preſence of Mind, not 
to diſcover her Suſpicions to Miſs, reſolv- 
ing to watch her in ſuch a Manner, as to find 
out the Author of her Misfortune : That very 
Night let her into the whole Secret, Miſs be- 
ing caught in Bed with the Footman. 


This new Misfortune to Miſs's Reputation 
gave the whole Family the utmoſt Concern, 
but afflicted her Father ſo much, that he took 


his Bed upon the firſt Notice of the Diſaſter, 


and died in about eight Days after : The Foot- 
man was ſent out of the Way, and ſome fay, 
violently diſpatched ; but however. that may 
be, he was never heard of more: Miſs went 
but about three Months longer, and then 
miſcarried, either by Accident, or by ſome 
Means uſed to occaſion an Abortion. 


But all the Pains that could be taken to 
conceal it, were in vain; the Scandal ſpread, 
with ſeveral exaggerating Circumſtances, which 
I don't chuſe to repeat, and ſhe could not now 
pretend to ſhew her Face in any modeſt Com- 


pany . 
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pany : The Fortune which her Father had left 
her, was not ſufficient to maintain her in auy 
tolerable Figure, and her Behaviour had given 
ſo much Scandal to her Relations, that none 
of them, except Mrs. Cameron, would counte- 
nance her ; which that good old Lady did, ra- 
ther to hinder her from becoming a more pub- 
lic Diſgrace to her Family, than from any 
Hopes the conceived of her Amendment, 


Her Mother, who was once ſo doatingly 
fond of her, that ſhe preferred the gratifying 
her Humour, to the Peace and Quiet of the 
reſt of her more deſerving Children, now re- 
fuſed to ſee her, or ſo much as to admit an 
Perſon to ſpeak in her Behalf: She looked up- 
on her as a Diſhonour to her Family, and the 
unhappy Cauſe of her Father's Death ; but 
did not all the while refle&, that to her, and 
her Husband's unreaſonable Partiality, the 
World might aſcribe the whole of the Mis- 
fortune ſhe ſo much complained of. Had ſhe 
taken more Care to cultivate her Judgment, 
and conquer thoſe Paſſions ſhe might eaſily 
diſcern were too prevalent in her Daughter's 
Diſpoſition, ſhe might have prevented this 
Diſaſter, and a long Train of Misfortunes that 
has attended her all her Lifetime : But ſhe was 
more ,charmed with a ſmart Repartee, and 
thoſe little Sallies of early Wit The diſcovered 
in Miſs, than with the more ſolid — 
N 5 0 


1 
of Reaſon. She indulged her in all the little 
Wildneſſes which are apt to diſcover themſelves 
in a lively Genius, and for fear of ſpoiling her 
Wit, neglected to inculcate thoſe Principles, 
which ought to govern the Paſſions, and keep 
in Subjection thoſe Appetites, which, if indul- 
ged, reflect ſo much Diſhonour upon ſuch as 
are Slaves to them: To gratify Miſs's wild 
Diſpoſition, ſhe had permitted her, till ſhe was 
turned of eleven, to keep Company with the 
Servants, to romp with the Boys, and make 
one with them at all their Diverſions; by 
which Means, ſhe never had an Opportunity 
to acquire that Reſervedneſs of Bebaviour, that 
quick Senſe of Shame, and that Delicacy of 


Thought, which is ſo much the Ornament of 
the Fair-Sex, 


That Modeſty we fo much admire in the 
Ladies, that Chaſtity of Behaviour which they 
aſſume in the Company of Men, we are not 
to ſuppoſe flow from any innate Principles : 
No, Nature underſtands no ſuch Diſtinctions; 
it is wholly the Reſult of Education and an 
early Habit. Let Miſs and Maſter's Educa- 
tion be the ſame, and their Behaviour will be 
ſimilar, even when they are grown to adult 
| Years; but whether there are any Principles 
in the Nature of the Fair-Sex, upon which 
their Modeſty is founded or not, it is abſo- 
lutely certain, that theſe Principles can be of 


no 
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no Service, unleſs the Parent takes an early 
Care to watch the firſt Dawnings of Reaſon, 
and by Example and Precept inculcate, if not 
inſtil, thoſe Principles into the Mind, which 


give ſo great a Luſtre to all other Female 
Qualifications, 


But, unhappily tor Miſs Fenny Cameron, ſhe 4 
was left in a pure State of Nature, and for this x 
Reaſon her Follies hitherto are the more excu- N 
ſable; but ſhe found herſelf abandoned by thoſe 
who might have prevented moſt of what had 
happened; and her Mother, and the reſt of her 
Relations were only ſolicitous now, about find- 
ing out a Method to get rid of her, and bury- 
ing the Scandal which Cuſtom (and in this 
Caſe juſtly) reflects upon themſelves. 


They had reſolved to ſend her into France, 
and to put her into a Nunnery, where they 
deſigned ſhe ſhould take the Veil; but they 
found it difficult to perſwade Miſs into this 

Scheme: She found in herſelf no ſuch Aver- 

fion to the World, as to be willing to leave it; 

6 nor, upon conſulting her Conſtitution, could 
ſhe find any thing there that favoured the 
Cloiſter On the coutrary, ſhe had expe- 

rienced ſo much of the World, and the Con- 
verſation of Men, that ſhe could not, with any 
Patience, think of parting with either. She 

11 was young, gay, and amorous, and had much 
1 rather 
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rather that her Friends had propoſed her 
making a Campaign into Flanders; ſhe would 
have preferred the Breeches to the moſt ſanc- 
tified Habit, and the Company of any thing 
of the Male kind to all the cloiſtered Siſter- 
hood in France. 


However, ſhe muſt ſubmit to Neceſſity ; the 
Prieſt preached up the Virtue and Glory of 
renouncing the World at her Years, and the 
vaſt Advantage that would redound to her 
Soul by ſuch a Sacrifice, which would ſuffi- 
ciently attone for all her paſt Conduct. Mrs, 
Cameron joined the holy Father, and ſignified 
to her, that there were no other Means for her 
to ſubſiſt; that her own Fortune could not 


maintain her, and none of her Relations 


would ſupport her: This had more weight 
with Miſs than all the Arguments the Prieſt 
could advance; ſhe had determined within 
herſelf never to take the Vows ; but ſhe muſt 
conceal her real Sentiments: She ſeemed to be 
overcome with the Prieſt's and Mrs. Cameron's 
Perſwaſions, and mighty willing to leave the 
World, but ſecretly reſolved to make her Eſcape 


from the Nunnery before the Year of her No- 
vitiate ſhould be out. | 


While Things were preparing for her De- 
parture, - which took up ſome Months, to all 
_ outward Appearance ſhe laid aſide her for- 
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mer Gaiety, and now mimicked the Cha- ; 
racter of a Devotee : She was conſtantly at 
Prayers; minute and - circumſtantial in her 
Confeſſion; avoided the Company or Sight f 
every thing that was Male; and, excepting the 4 
Habit and Iron Bars, ſeemed to want nothing | 
to compleat the Nun: She acted this Part ſo 3 
cunningly, that moſt of the old Women of $ 
her Relations, began to entertain a more fa- 4 
vourable Opinion of her, and to attribute her 
Miſcarriages to the Folly of Vouth: They 
flattered themſelves ſhe would ſhortly prove 
a Saint, and that they ſhould, in a few Years, 
find her Name in the Calendar, as much an 
Honour to her Relations as ſhe had been for- 
merly a Scandal to them: But this was all Af- 
fectation, her Temper was the ſame; for even 
at this Time, ſhe made ſome Excurſions in 
Maſquerade, but ſhe managed them ſo pru- 


dently, that they never came to the Knowledge 
of her Friends. 


At laſt the Time of her Departure came; 
ſhe took leave of Mrs. Cameron with real 
Regret and unfeigned Concern, but ſhe had no 
Reaſon to be much afflicted at parting with 
any of her other Relations; they had ſhewn 
ſo little Compaſſion for her, that ſhe eſteemed 
it a Happineſs to be out of the reach of thoſe 
Lectures they uſed to read her, rather to vent 

their 
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their own Spleen, than with any Deſign ſhe 
ſhould profit by them. 


They ſet out from Leith in a Ship belong- 
ing to that Port, bound for Bologne, accompa- 
nied by Mr. Graham: who had but ſome 
Years befote taken Orders, and has been lately 
famous as being Almoner to the young Che- 
valier : She was entruſted to this Gentleman's 
Care, who was entirely ignorant of her for- 
mer Conduct, at leaſt pretended fo, and by 
him conducted from Bologne to Paris, where 
they arrived without any ſiniſter Ace or 
remarkable Occurrence, | 


They both lodged at the Houſe of a Mer- 
chant in the City of Paris, whoſe Wife was 
ſome diſtant Relation of Miſs Jenny's, and to 
whoſe Cate ſhe was recommended. This 
Lady, who was likewiſe ignorant of her for- 
mer Tranſactions, received her with a great 
deal of Civility, and in a ſhort Time con- 
tracted a real Friendſhip and Eſteem for her: 
Miſs till perſonated the Devotee, and conſi- 
defing her Years, which did not much exceed 
ſeventeen, rather over- acted her Part, by ſeem- 
ing averſe to the moſt innocent Gaieties of 
Life, and entirely ſwallowed up in Exerciſes 
of Devotion and religious Contemplation. 


The Lady, at whoſe Houſe ſhe lodged, was 
E ſurpriz d 


4061 
ſurprized to find ſuch a ſerious and fixed Habit 
of Devotion in a Creature ſo young; and attri- 
buted a great deal of her Reſervedneſs to ſome 
ſecret Grief that had given her Temper a me- 
lancholly and enthufiaſtick Turn: She en- 
deayoured to divert her by all the innocent 
Amuſements ſhe could think of, and at- 
tempted, by making her her own Confidante, 
to prevail on Miſs to diſcover to her the real 
Cauſe of ſo ſtrange a Reſolution in ſo young 
a Perſon, as to go voluntarily into a Cloiſter: 
But Miſs' was too cunning for her ; ſhe had 
no Inclination to exchange Secrets with her 
Landlady, or give her the leaſt Hint of the 
Hiſtory of her Life; ſhe judged Curioſity the 
ſtrongeſt Motive which that Lady could have 
to pry into the Secrets of her Reſolutions, and 
therefore acquainted her, that ſhe had con- 
ceived a very high Opinion of the Happineſs 
of a Nun's Life ; that ſhe had from her In- 
fancy accuſtomed herſelf to look upon that as 
the Sum and utmoſt Bounds of her earthl 
Wiſhes; that ſhe had known little or nothing 
of the World hitherto, and by the ſmall Ideas 
ſhe had of it, thought there was nothing 
in it worth the coveting ; that for her Part ſhe 
found her Mind devoted to the Divine Being, 
and was reſolved, with his Strength and 
Aſſiſtance, to ſpend the reſt of her Days in 
promoting the Intereſt of her = 
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from the Troubles, Cares, and anxious Vani- 
ties of this World. 


The Lady, who had but an indifferent 
Opinion of Nuns in general, and could not ſee 
any Religion either in the Devotion or Cele- 
bacy of the cloiſtered Siſters, would have en- 
deavoured to perſwade Miſs from entering into 
that Profeſſion; and to that Purpoſe gave her 
a full Detail of the public Severities to which 
the Nuns are ſubjected, without forgetting the 
ſcandalous Practices they are charged with be- 
ing guilty of in ſecret: But, though this Ad- 
vice perfectly tallied with Mifs's own Inclina- 
tions, yet her Arguments had a quite contrary 
Effect to what ſhe intended; Miſs had been 
hitherto 3 is, by her own Relations) enter- 
tained only with the Picture of a religious pri- 
mitive Nunnery, where Confinement, coarſe 
Cloathing, Watchings, Faſtings, and ſevere 
Penance is the only Proſpect: This was a 
Scene that frighted her, and filled her with 
Horror; but ſhe has now another Proſpect, 
ſhe finds the Grates are not ſo faſt locked but 
they can be made acceſſible to the Male Kind'; 
that there are Ways and Means within the 
Walls of a Nunnery to gratify the moſt wan- 
ton Paſſion, and ſatiate the groſſeſt Appetite ; 
that their Religion is only Hypocriſy, which 
ſhe found ſhe had a Talent for practiſing as 
well as any; but above all, that there was 
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room for Intrigue, for which ſhe ſeemed en- 
tirely formed. This Scene had nothing 
ſhocking in it, and excepting the Confinement, 
which the fancied Habit might in Time ren- 
der tollerable, if not agreeable to her, ſhe could 
ſee nothing in a Nunnery that was di- 
agrerable; and now became really deſirous 
of that which, but a few Weeks ago, ſhe only 
diſſembled a 1: king to. Her Mind was fo taken 
up with the Pleaſure ſhe imagined ſhe ſhould 
reap. from, the Intrigues of a Nunnery, that 
ſhe longed impatiently to be entered into one : 
She. appeared now more gay and ſprightly 
than uſual, as ſhe was now free from the Ap 

pienentions of the Severity of a cloiſter'd 


Liſe, which bad given a gloomy Caſt to her 


affected religious Behaviour. She was with leſs 
Reluctance prevailed on to viſit the Curioſitics 


of the City of Paris, and, from this Time, 
became leſs reſerved i in Converſation, admitted 


of Company without Diſtinction, and could 


paſs an Hour or two at Cards, or any other 


Diverſion of the like Nature. Thus did ſhe 


give way to the natural Sprightlineſs of her 


Temper, which gained her the Eſteem of 
moſt of thoſe who viſited her Landlady, who 
kept as genteel Company as any of ber Rank 


in the City : In the mean Time, Father Gra- 


ham was employed in finding out a Nunnery 
that would admit her with her ſmall Fortune, . 
which was no more than two Hundred 

Cog — Ty Pounds: 


1371 
Pounds: He at laſt found out one, of which 


a Scotch Lady, of the Houſe of Seaforth, was 
Abbeſs, and where there were many of that 


Nation, both Siſters and Boarders. 


Miſs Jenny was eager to be admitted, and 
accordingly entered upon the Year of her No- 
vitiate about two Moaths after her coming to 
Paris. The Lady Abbeſs in a few Days con- 
tracted a particular Regard for her; ſhe had 
the Addreſs to conceal every Thing in her na- 
tural Diſpoſitioa which might give diſtaſte; 
and her Wit and Humour was ſo bewitch- 
ingly agreeable, that few People converſed with 
her tht did not conceive a more than ordinary 
Friendſhip for her. By the Favour 'of the 
Lady Abbeſs ſhe had more Liberty than is 
commonly given to Ladies in her Condition, 
and ſhe generally improved thoſe Liberties to 
ſerve ſach of the Siſterhood as the had con- 
tracted an Intimacy with. Amongſt theſe there 
was a young Lady who had but juſt taken the 
Veil to gratify her Relations, ho had thrown 
her into a Nunnery in order” to preſerve het 
Fortune for an elder Brother: This Lady had 
as little of the Nun in her Diſpoſition as Miſs 
Jenny, and knew perhaps more of the Wolld 


before-ſhe entered: She had 'an Intrigue with | 


a young Marquis, which was carried on by the 
Aſſiſtance of one of the Friars, whoſe Habit 


this young Spark afſumed as often as he had 
3 Occaſion g 
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Occaſion; but there had lately been ſomething 
of the Affair whiſpered to the Lady Abbeſs, 
which obliged both the real and pretended 
Friar to abſcond the Nunnery for ſome Time. 


During this Interval, the amorous Nun en- 
truſted Miſs Jenny with the Secret of her In- 
trigue; and prevailed on her, as ſne had the 
Liberty of going Abroad, to carry Letters be- 
twixt her and her Gallant: Miſs liked the 
Employment much, and for the firſt Time 
met the young Marquis. at the Church of St. 
Dennis ; they converſed together for ſome 
Time on the Affair of the Intrigue, and at laſt 
upon general Subjects, in which Miſs Jenny 

diſplayed all her Talents of Wit and Railery, 
and, ſeemingly without Deſign, gave the Mar- 
quis a very ſtrong Prepoſſeſſion in h Favour. 
Miſs ſoon diſcovered ſhe had made ſome Pro- 
oreſs in his Breaſt, and from that Moment re- 
ſolved to leave no Stone unturned to ſupplant 
the young Nun who had made her a Confi- 
dante : She returned to the Monaſtry, and gave 
the Siſter a very favourable Account of her 
Embaſly. The young Nun had no Suſpicion 
of foul Play, and therefore every Day preſſed 
Miſs Jenny to meet her Gallant ; which ſhe 
did without ReluQance, and in a little Time 
made ſuch Progreſs in the Marquis's Heart, 
that he courted a proper Opportunity to de- 
Clare to her the Sentiments ſhe had inſpired 


him 
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him with, and to throw off that Reſtraint 


which the Profeſſion of his former Paſſion to 
Siſter Anne obliged him to obſerve. 


The Marquis had a very high Opinion of 
the Virtue and Delicacy of his new Miſtreſs; 
he ſuſpected her ſcarcely ſuſceptible at any 
rate of Love, and knew that he muſt declare 
his Paſſion for her under very great Diſadvan- 
tages, as he no ſooner opened his Lips on that 
Subject, than Infidelity and Inconſtancy might 
be objected to him, He remained in this Per- 
plexity for ſeveral Days, and had almoſt taken 
a Reſolution to ſtifle this growing Paſſion as 
fruitleſs, when Miſs, who plainly perceived 
what paſſed in his Heart, took an Opportu- 
nity to diſengage him from the Embarraſs- 
ment : She very naturally, one Evening as they 
were together, turned the Diſcourſe upon the 
Fidelity of Lovers; and, in a pleaſant Strain 
of Humour, ridiculed that Conitancy the Sexes 
ſwear to one another: She alledged, that the 


whole Converſation which paſſes between Per- 


ſons labouring under that Malady of Mind 
called Love, was little better than the Solilo- 
quies of a Mad-Houſe; that their fancied 
Happineſs was as chimerical as the viſionery 


Kingdom of a Lunatick ; that their Hopes 


were without Foundation, and the Promiſes 
they make each other utterly impoſſible. Fi- 
delity, ſays ſhe, and eternal Conſtancy, they 

{wear 


40 

ſwear to one another at firſt Sight, tho' they 
have It no more 1n their Power to anſwer for 
the Continuance of their Paſſion, than for their 
Exiſtence a hundred Years hence, If the Paſ- 
fion is real and natural, they fall into it with- 
out Deſign, and can no more relinquiſh it 
at Pleaſure, than they can aſſume it. We 
are all ſenſible that we are merely paſſive 
in Love Affairs, and that an Affection is 
not to be forced: If it comes and continues 
ſpontaneouſly, it is well; but if it does not, all 
our Art, all our moſt boaſted Reaſon, can- 
not continue its Exiſtence one Minute ; yet we 
are pleaſed with thoſe Declarations and Pro- 
miſes of Impoſſibilities: For my Part, added 
ſhe, if I was to be in Love, or beloved, I 
ſhould incline that there ſhould as much 
Sincerity mingle in our Converſation, as there 
does in any other Occurence in Life; I ſhould 
hate my Lover to court me in Bombaſt, and 
ſhould downright deſpiſe him if he promiſed 
Impoſſibilities: It would be as much Plea- 
ſure, and much more entertaining to me to be 
courted by a Don Quixote, as one of your mo- 
dern Lovers: In ſhort, I expect no more of 
my Lover, than that he love me as much, and 
as long as he can; if he promiſes more, I ſhall 
certainly doubt his Sincerity ; and if 1 flatter 
him with any of thoſe faſhionable Impoflibi- 
lities, he mult certainly be deceiyed. 


This 


[4] 

This Diſcourſe, uttered with an Air of Plea- 
ſantry, gave new Life to the Marquis, and af- 
forded him an Opportunity of declaring his 
new-born Paſſion. Miis heard him with-tit- 
tle or no Emotion, pretended to take it as a 
Piece of Raillery, and parted on very good 
Terms. As the Marquis had. broke the Ice, 
he ſoon brought Miſs to underſtand plainly 
that he was in earneſt; ſhe made at firſt ſome 
Scruples upon the Point of Honour, of betray- 
ing her Friend ; but ſhe ſoon allowed herſelf 
to be verſwaded out of her Delicacy upon that 
Head, and gave the Marquis Hopes that one 
Day or other bis Services might be accepted 


of, and that at preſent his Addreſſes were not 
difapreeable. 


The Marquis was young, had an agreeable 
Perſon, a large Share of Good- Nature, a ver 
good Eſtate, but his Intellects remarkably 
weak, Miſs could have wiſhed that he had 
been poſſeſſed of more Senſe ; but as it was, 
ſhe comforted herſelf for the Loſs, as his Weak- 
neſs forwarded the Deſign ſhe had formed 
upon him; that is, to wheedle him into Mar- 
riage, which ſhe hoped ſhe might com paſs 
before her Year of Probation. was out. She 
thereſore kept him at a great Diſtance, and 
gave him no more Encouragement, than was 
ſufficient to keep the Flame alive; and in the 
mean time they both agreed to continue the 


Correſ- 
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Correſpondence with Siſter Anne, as if the 
Marquis's Paſſion for that Lady had ſtill ſub- 
ſiſted. | 


They went- on keeping a cloſe Correſpon- 
dence for near three Months ; making their 
Aſſignations in different Places, to prevent 
Suſpicion ; but the Marquis never came near 
the Monaſtery, though the Affair with Siſter 
Anne had been quite forgot, and he might, 
without Hazard or Scandal, have come to the 
Grate, which that Lady, by Letters ſent by Miſs 
Jenny had often ſollicited him to do; but he 
always found Evaſions, at leaſt Miſs Jenny 
found Reaſons to perſwade him not to come, 
for fear the Sight of that Lady, who had a 
much larger Share of Beauty than ſhe, might 
rekindle that Flame which ſhe had been ſo in- 
duſtrious to ſmother. The Marquis's Con- 
duct gave the deluded Siſter a great deal of 
Pain, and ſhe endeavoured to eaſe herſelf by 
Complaints to her falſe Confidante, who pre- 
tended to excuſe the Marquis, or condemn 
him, according as ſhe was in the Humour: 
But at laſt, the Prieſt, who had carried on the 
original Intrigue, returned to the Monaſtery, 
and Siſter Anne made her Complaint to him: 
He undertook to ſet Matters right again; he 
ſpoke to the Marquis, who made him the 
Confidante of the new Paſſion he had con- 
ceived for Miſs Jenny, expecting that the 

| Father 
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Father would have aſſiſted him in this as he 
had done in the former. The Prieſt undertook 
to befriend him, but acted a quite contrary 
Part ; for, defiring to carry on an Intrigue 
with Siſter Anne himſelf, he wanted to make 
a Merit of the Diſcovery of her former Gallant, 
and Confidante's Infidelity, He diſcovered to 
her the whole Affair, and they both agreed 
to be revenged on Miſs Jenny. Siſter Anne 
diſſembled her Knowledge of the Matter, and 
ſtill employed Miſs Jenny in carrying Let- 
ters and Meſſages as formerly. The Prieſt ac- 
quaints the Lady Abbeſs, that the Uſe which 
Miſs Jenny made of the Liberty ſhe gave 
her, was to meet a Gallant every Day ſhe went 
abroad ; and propoſed that the firſt Time ſhe 
went out, that one of the Lay Siſters ſhould 
be ſent to watch her. The Abbeſs, though 
unwilling to entertain a bad Opinion of Miſs's 
Conduct, yet was over-perſwaded to take this 
Step. Next Day Miſs went out upon Sitter 
Anne's Meſlage as uſual, and one of the Lay- 
Siſters followed. The Marquis met her that 
Day at the Church of Notre Dame; and from 
thence they went out of the City, into ſome 
remote Walks in the Country, where the Siſ- 
ter followed them at a Diſtance unobſerved, 
and kept ſo near them, that ſhe could plainly 
perceive they were not over and above reli- 
giouſly employed. She returned to the Me- 
naſtery, and reported what ſhe had ſeen to the 

| Lacy 
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Lady Abbeſs, with a Number of exaggerating 


Circumſtances, which the Siſter's Malice ſup- 
plied. | 


Miſs Jenny returned, but found a very odd 
Receptian from the Abbeſs, who confined her 
to her Cell, and ordered her very ſevere Pe- 
nance for the Folly ſhe had been guilty of : 
She now found the Confinement of a Nunnery, 
and the Mortifications which attend the Diſ- 
covery of an Intrigue within theſe Walls : She 
was ſo narrowly watched, that ſhe could not 
give the leaſt Intelligence to the Marquis of 
her Condition: She revolved in her Mind a 
thouſand Schemes for her Liberty, but in 
vain; for ſhe found none of the Siſterhood ſhe 
could truſt, Siſter Anne having given ſuch an 
Opinion of her to the reſt of the Nuns, that 
few pitied her, and none converſed with her; 
ſo that ſhe was now confined within a Goal, 
and alone amidſt Company. She repented 
heartily not taking her Landlady's Advice, for 
ſhe almoſt deſpaired of her Liberty, ſince the 
was permitted to converſe with nobody who 
could effect it. The Frieſt, to compleat her 
Misfortune, acquainted the- Marquis that ſhe 
had been diſcovered in an Intrigue with one 
of the Porters belonging to the Monaſtery ; 
and gave him ſo many Circumſtances of this 
pretended Amour, that the Marquis's Credu- 


her 
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her the more, the Prieſt prevailed on him to 
write her a very inſulting Letter, which awaken- 
ed her out of all her golden Dreams of ever 
marrying the Marquis, | 
v} 

The natural Gaiety of her Temper ſoon 
began to get the better of this firſt Diſap- 
pointment ; and ſhe flattered herſelf, that if 
ſhe could recover the Confidence of the Lady 
Abbeſs, that ſome new Opportunity might 
offer, by which ſhe might get quit of the 
Nunnery, and obtain a Settlement in the 
World more agreeable to her Diſpoſition : 
She ſubmitted to the Penance enjoined her, 
with a ſeeming Chearfulneſs; and as ſhe had 
confeſſed hitherto Abroad, the choſe a Con- 
feſſor of one of thoſe who attended the Houſe, 
The Father ſhe pitched upon was an 1r:/hman, 
of the Order of St. Francis, a Perſon much 
fitter for a Gallant than a Father-Confeſſor. 
Her Mind was ſo turned to Intrigue, that 
ſhe could not be happy without engaging in 
one of ſome Sort or other. She now laid a 
Plot for her Confeſſor, whom ſhe eafily diſ- 
covered to be no Enemy to the World, nor 
thoſe: Pleaſures which give a Reliſh to Life. 
By the Confeſſion which ſhe made him at. 
the Chair, ſhe deſignedly let him to under- 
ſtand, that the Fleſh was more predominant 
than the Spirit; and the holy Father found 
out a Method to get the better of the Evils 
Nesse ſhe 
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ſhe complained of, other than Faſting and 
auſtere Penance : A ſtrict Amity commenced 
betwixt them, which they carried all the 


Lengths their mutual Defires prompted them 
to, 


They had not continued this Commerce 
many Weeks, when Miſs diſcovered herſelf 
pregnant by the Church: However, her ghoſt- 
ly Father ſoon eaſed her of that Burthen by 
forcing an Abortion, which had like to have 
colt her her Life : She eſcaped without Diſco- 
very, but not without uneaſy Reflections, that 
this Amour was attended with a great deal of 
Danger, and in the End could not contribute 
to her main Deſign of getting out of the Mo- 
vaſtery, and ſettling in the World. 


After her Recovery from that Fit of Illneſs 
which her Miſcarriage had occaſioned, ſhe 
was permitted to come down to the Grate 
with the reſt of the Siſters, where her Con- 
feſſor came every Day to make their Aſſig- 
nations. He happened one Day to carry 
along with him an Officer belonging to the 
Triſh Brigade, a Gentleman of a very good 
Family in Ireland, had a conſiderable Fortune 
in that Kingdom, and was lately promoted 
to the Rank of a Lieutenant-Colonel. This 
young Gentleman had a genteel Perſon, an 
agreeable Addreſs, a large Share of m=_ 
e ; nie, 
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Senſe, and wanted nothing of that Aſſurance, 


or indeed any other Qualification neceſſary to 
recommend him to the Fair Sex: He had 
come in Company with Father O Neil, his 
Kinſman, to paſs away a vacant Hour at this 


Monaſtery, in Converſation with the Nuns at 
the Grate. | 


Of courſe Father O Neil introduced him 


to Miſs Jenny, with whoſe Converſation the 


young Officer was much charmed ; and ſhe no 


leſs with his: They paſſed an Hour in abun- 
dance of Gallantry, and parted mutually inclin- 
ed to be better acquainted with each other, Miſs 
informed herſelf of his Condition and Circum- 
ſtances from Father O Nezl, and from that 


Minute reſolved to endeavour at the Conqueſt 


of his Heart. 


The young Colonel found the new De- 


votee run much in his Head, and he could 


not reſt till he found out the Prieſt, that he 
might return to her Company: This ſecond 
Meeting made till greater Progreſs in Miſs's 
Scheme; the Officer found himſelf over Head 


and Ears in Love, and in a Viſit or two more 


he ſeized an Opportunity to make her a De- 
claration: Miſs was at a loſs how to be- 


have; ſhe was afraid of yielding too ſoon, 
and yet dreaded Delays, which had been the 


Ruin of her laſt Intrigue with the Marquis: 


This 
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This laſt Fear prevailed, and ſhe therefore 
received the Colonel's Declaration 'pretty fa- 
vourably, and cautioned him not to make C 
Neil his Confidante, but to find out a Way to 
ſee her without that Father's being 'in Com- 
pany; which be did the next Day by com- 
ing by himſelf: Miſs was at the Grate, and 
the Colonel renewed his Addreſſes. Miſs ac- 
uainted him, that if ſhe was inclined to be 
in Love, that "there was nothing in his Perſon 
or Behaviour to which ſhe had an Averſion; 
but at preſent her Circumſtances were ſuch, as 
not to give her any Hopes of ever being hap- 
py in that Paſſion, fince her Friends had de- 
voted her to end her Days within thoſe Walls, 
and {he had brought her Mind to comply with 


the Neceſſity of her Deſtiny, reſolving to 


entertain no Thoughts that would diſturb 
that Tranquility of Mind ſhe now began. to 
enjoy: And her Reſolution was the ſtronger, 
as the had no probable Proſpect of any thing 
happening to make her Life more agreeable: 
The Colonel was tranſported to find that the. 
had no real Averſion to the World, and that 
her taking the Habit was Conſtraint : He 
acquainted her, that as ſhe had not as yet ta- 


ken the Vows, ſhe might leave the Monaſtery 


when ſhe pleaſed ; ; and that he would find 
Means to ſet her at Liberty, and put her out 
of the reach of her Relations, if ſhe would 
think favourably of his Paſſion. Tbis _ 

. the 
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the Point ſhe aimed at, and only now made 
ſome Scruples of truſting her Honour with a 
Man to whom ſhe was ſo much a Stranger: 
The Colonel proteſted his Defigns were ho- 
nourable, and ſoon perſwaded her of what 
ſhe was previouſly reſolved to have no Scruple 
about: They parted for ſome Time, the Offi- 
cer promiſing to find out a Way for her Ef: 
cape without Noiſe, Money ſoon effected 
this Matter ; he proctired a Paſs-Key: to one 
of the Back-Doors of the Garden of the Mo- 
naſtry; through which Miſs paſſed; where ſhe 
found her Lover impatiently waiting for her 
with a Servant and Horſes; they immediately 
ſet out for Paris, and arriving betore Day- light 
at 2 Village within a few Miles of Verſailles, 
they put up at a Cabera, and Mis paſſed for 
the Colonel's Siſter. or! 35 


They lay there that Night, and tho' Miſs 
bad pre- reſolved to hold out till ſhe had ob- 
tained Marriage, yet the young Soldier con- 
quered all her Scruples, and got Poſſeſſion of 
his Wiſhes that very Night. Next Morning 
the Colonel returned to Paris, in order to pre- 
pare an Apartment for his Miſtreſs in ſome pri- 
vate Part of the City. In his Abſence ſhe bad 
Time to reflect upon the Weakneſs of her 
Conduct. It is true, ſhe had no Concern up- 
on her about leaving the Nunnery ; but what 

e vexed 
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vexed her was, that by yielding to the Colo- 
nel's Sollicitations, ſhe could not entertain any 


rational Hopes that he would make her his - 


Wife; and ſhe was not ignorant of the precari- 
ous State of a Miſtreſs : She fretted herſelf all 
Day, and curſed her Stars a thouſand Times ; 
but when Night approached, and no Appear- 
ance of her Colonel, ſhe was ready to lay vic- 
lent Hands upon herſelf, Remorſe and De- 
ſpair depriving her almoſt of the Uſe of Rea- 
fon, and made her appear to the People of the 
Houſe as a Madwoman : However, ſhe con- 
cealed the Cauſe of her Misfortunes, and pre- 
tended all her Fears aroſe from a Suppoſition 
that ſome Accident had happened to her Bro- 
ther, The Hoſteſs would have amuſed her 
Melancholly, but ſhe was paſt Advice; ſhe 
refuſed all Manner of Suſtenance, fat up all 
Night, ſometimes tearing her Hair, and ſome- 
times making bitter Complaints, In this Man- 
ner ſhe paſſed the Night, and Part of next 
Morning, when the Colonel's Servant returned 
with a Letter, acquainting her that an Affair 
of Importance hindered his coming that Night, 
but that he would be early with her next 
Day. This Letter calmed her Frenzy, but 


did not quite fatisfy her; ſhe had ſtill ſome 


Doubts which perplexed her all that Day, 
and next Night : But the Morning following, 
ſhe was made eaſy by the Appearance of the 

Re Colonel. 
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Colonel. He had received an Order to go 
directly for Flanders, and had now but two 
Days to prepare for his Journey; He pro- 
poled leaving her behind at the Houſe of a 
Relation of his, whom he could fafely truſt 
with an Affair of that Conſequence, But this 
ſhe would by no Means conſent to, and it was 
inconvenient for the Colonel's Affairs, as they 
then ſtood, to travel with a Lady in Com- 
pany. To ſolve this Difficulty, Miſs recol- 
lected her Maſquerade-Habit, propoſed it to 
the Colonel, who liked it much, and the Ser- 
vant was immediately ordered to prepare a Ha- 
bit and Equipage fitting for a young Gentle- 
man. She was ſoon equipped, and in that 
. Dreſs quite raviſhed the Colonel, who grew 
every Day more fond of her. She paſſed for 
a Scotch Gentleman by the Name of Jobnſon, 
who had reſolved to make the Campaign in 
Flanders. She returned to Paris in this Dreſs 
with the Colonel, went publickly to the Cof- 
fee-houſe, and paſſed for his Relation. As the 
Colonel was obliged to wait on the Cardinal 
before he ſet out, Mr. Jobnſon muſt needs 
attend him, was actually introduced to the 
Cardinal, who received him courteouſly, and 
promiſed him Preferment, 


Miſs was now in her high Element, and the 
Pleaſure ſhe took in this kind of perpetual 
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Maſquerade, buried all Thoughts of ſettling 
in the World for ſome Time, and at laſt put 


it quite out of her Head. She travelled with 


the Colonel to the Camp, where ſhe arrived 
in the Beginning of the Year 1713. Some 
ſay, ſhe actually made the Campaign, and car- 
ried Arms; but this I ſhall not chuſe to aſ- 


ſert for Truth, tho it is currently reported in 
the Country, but with Circumſtances that ſa- 


vour too. much of the Romance to deſerve a 
Place in theſe Memoirs, where we intend to 
keep religiouſly to Maters of Fact. 


She continued with the Colonel till the 


Concluſion of the Treaty of Utrecht, where 


he died, and left her an odd kind of Widow : 


There was nobody privy to her Sex, but the 


Colonel's Valet de Chambre, who on his Ma- 


ſter's Death returned to Paris. The Colonel 
left her all the Ready Money he had, and an 


Order for his Arrears; but all amounted to 


a Trifle, not exceeding two or three hundred | 


Pounds. 


This was her All, and ſhe muſt endeavour 


to make the moſt of it. She continued at 
Utrecht when the Congreſs was held there, and 
hoped in that Confluence of People of Di- 


ſtinction, ſhe might meet with ſome Adven- 
ture that would anſwer her Deſign ; for now 
a 
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a Settlement returned to her Memory, A- 


mongſt all her Acquaintance, ' ſhe had con- 


tracted the greateſt Intimacy with an Talian 
Count, a Man very rich, and very amorous, 
but not very wiſe, tho' prodigiouſly conceited. 
Him ſhe pitched upon as one for her Pur- 
poſe, for ſhe was attached to no Nation or 
Party ; Intereſt and Paſſion was all ſhe had in 
view ; but the Difficulty lay in the Diſcovery 
of her Sex, which the wanted to do in ſuch 
Manner as might give the Count a favourable 
Opinion of her as a Woman, for ſhe was al- 
ready fully aſſured of his Affection for her in 
her Male Capacity, 


To effe& this, ſhe hired a Lodging in a dif- 
ferent Part of the City in a Female Dreſs, 
and acquainted the Count that a Siſter of hers 
was lately arrived on her Way to Paris, 
where ſhe was to take the Habit : She gave 
him a modeſt, but favourable Account of the 
Perſon and Beauty of this Siſter ; which made 
the Count impatient to fee her: She appoint- 
ed the next Day to carry him to ſee her ; but 
at the Time ſent a Letter addreſſed tot his 
pretended Siſter, and excuſed ber waiting of 
him. The Count went, and was introduced 
to Miſs Jenny, who received him as her Bro- 
ther's Friend and Intimate, and under that 
Pretext, treated him with great Familiarity : 
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'The Count was charmed with her Conver- 


fation, and left her with Reluctance. 


After he was gone, ſhe was as impatient to 
ſee him again in the Perſon of Mr. Johnſon, 
to find out what Impreſſion ſhe had made 
upon him; they met, and paſſed the Evening 
together, and ſhe found herſelf entertained 
with nothing but Raptures about her charm- 
ing Siſter ; ſhe knew the Count's Temper ſo 
well, that ſhe was fatisfied that the Bait had 
taken, and was reſolved not to play this Card 
as ſhe had done the laſt. The Count viſi- 
ted her frequently, and every Day his Paſſion 
increaſed, and he had actually propoſed Mar- 
riage, when an untimely Diſcovery ſpoiled all. 
The Count was really a Coward, yet often 
brought himſelf into Scrapes : He fell into a 
Quarrel where Mr. Jobnſon was preſent, and 


Swords drawn: Mr. Jobnſon was as ready 


with his Rapier as the beſt of them; and in 
defence of his Friend and Lover, received a | 
Wound under the Left Breaſt. She had the 

Courage to conceal the Hurt till the Fray was 
over, and was about 'to leave the Count 
in nie own Chambers, whither ſhe had con- 
ducted him, when by the great Loſs of Blood 


ſhe fainted away : The Count had not per- 
ceived till then that ſhe had been hurt; but 


feeing the Blood, he opened her Breaſt to 


ſearch | 


er- 


1 


ſearch for the Wound, and there dſicovered 
to his great Surprize, that his Friend Mr. 
FJobnſon was no other than a Woman, and 
that his Miſtreſs and he were the ſame iden- 


tical Perſons. Miſs recovered a little, but was 


overwhelmed with Conkufion, upon finding 
that ſhe was diſcovered ; her Vexation at the 
Diſappointment was ſo great, that ſhe could 
only beg of the Count to keep the Secret, and 
come to her next Day at her Female Lodg- 
ings. A Chair was immediately called, and 
ſhe went ſhortly after to her Female Habi- 
tation, where ſhe pretended ſome Accident, 
and ſent for a Surgeon to dreſs her Wound, 


The Count came next Day according to 
Appointment; and after the firſt Confuſion 
was over, - he acquainted her that he had no 


leſs Regard for her than before, ſince he found 


in one Perſon both bis Miſtreſs and his Friend, 
but modeſtly hinted, that as Colonel —— 


and ſhe had been ſo long Bedfellows, it was 


not to be ſuppoſed that he could enter into 
a Marriage Settlement ; but that if to the Cha- 
racer of Friend, ſhe would be pleaſed to add 
that of Miſtreſs, ſhe ſhould find him true to 
her in both Capacities : There was no Election, 
ſhe therefore cloſed in with the Count, and 
lived with him in the ſame Manner the had 
done with the Colonel, till the Year 1717, 
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when the went with him to Paris, where ſhe 
yore pregnant. 


The Italian was by this Time grown weary 
of her, and wanted an Opportunity of getting 
rid of her, which be did in a very barbarous 
Manner, During her Lying in, he picked 
a Quarrel with her, and pretended Jealouſy ; 
he would needs have it that the Child was 
none of his, tho” all the Reaſon he could aſ- 
ſign for his Suſpicion, was her not proving 
pregnant before; intimating that ſhe had 
picked up ſomebody fince her coming to Pa- 
ris, on whom ſhe beſtowed her Favours. Whe- 
ther this might be true, or not, I am not cer- 
tain, but the Count left her three Days after 
her Delivery, and {et out for Lag. 


She was now abſolutely deſtitute : Her 
Money, Jewels, and all together, would not 
raiſe her a hundred Pounds; ſhe had no Ac- 
quaintance, eſpecially amongſt the Women, 
who could aſſiſt her; and thoſe amongſt the 
Men knew her only in that Character, which 
ſhe could not now aflume. However, ſhe 
got her Child ſent to the Hoſpital, reco- 
vered her Health in a few Weeks, and was 
now forming a Scheme for new Adventures ; ; 
but the Smallneſs of her Caſh, and the Mean- 
neſs of her Wardrobe, gave her ſmall Hopes 


L 57] 
of Succeſs; In thort, her Circumſtances grew 
daily worſe, and ſhe began now to have 
Thoughts in earneſt of going into a Nunnery, 
to preſerve her from Want. | 


She was in this Condition when ſhe met b 
Accident Sir Hugh Cameron, of Lochiel, who 
knew her Misfortunes in Scotland, but was ig- 
norant of her Tranſactions in France, He, 
and ſome of the reſt of thoſe unfortunate Re- 
fugees of the Year 1715, took Compaſſion of 
her, gave her ſome Subſiſtence, and ſent her 
home to her Brother Mr. Cameron of Glen- 
deſſery, who was juſt come of Age; ſuppoling 
now that the Scandal of her former -Steps 
might be pretty much forgot. 


Upon her Arrival, her Brother received her 
with abundance of Tenderneſs, and without 
Reproaches for her paſt Conduct, for which 
ſhe herſelf expreſſed great Concern, She now 
managed the Affairs of her Brother's Houſe, 
and behaved with great Prudence and Decen- 
cy, inſomuch that ſhe had in a little Time 
gained the Eſteem of all the Gentry in the 
Neighbourhood : She had naturally a ſolid 
Judgment, a flowing Wit, without any Mix- 

ture of Malice, or that ſatyrical Turn which 
Wits commonly have; all this, improved by 
the Experience ſhe had learned abroad, by 

keeping 
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( 58 | 
keeping Company with Men more than Wo- 
men, rendered her Company agreeable and fa- 
cetious to People of the beſt Senſe in the 


Country. 


In a Vear or two after her coming home, 
her Brother married; and his Lady and Miſs 
lived very happily for ſome time together; till 
one of her Maids, more quick ſighted than 
the reſt, raiſed in her Mind a Suſpicion of a 
criminal Commerce between the Brother and 
Siſter, Mrs. Cameron ſhuddered at fo unatu- 
ral a Thought, and could not bear to harbour 
a Suſpicion ſo prejudicial to her Huſband and 
her Siſter; but the Maid inſiſted that ſhe 
would make a Diſcovery. Things remained 
in Doubt for near a Year, the Lady till pre- 
ſerving a juſt Decorum with her Siſter. But 


at laſt an Accident happened, which unravel- 


led the whole Scene. The eldeſt Son, a Boy 
of two Years old, was taken ill of the Small. 
Pox, and Mrs. Cameron one Night happening 
to fit up with him, about Midnight there was 
ſomething wanted for the Child, which muſt 
be had out of Miſs Jenny's Room; Mrs. Ca- 
meron taking a Light, went for it herſelf; and 
finding the Door unlocked, how was ſhe 


ſurprized, when upon entering, ſhe ſaw the 


Brother and Siſter faſt aſleep locked in one 
another's Arms, The Surprize and Horror 


of 


— 
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of the Scene made her ſhriek out, and im- 
mediately fall down in a Swoon : The Noiſe 
awakened the guilty Couple; the Huſband 
ſtarted up, and ran to his own Chamber, be- 
fore the Servants could come in, who were 
alarmed by the Shriek. When Mrs. Cameron 
recovered from the Swoon, ſhe found herſelf 
in Miſs Jenny's Arms, who was very officious 
about her, aſking what was the Matter with 
her? The Matter with me! replied the in- 
juried Wife ; Can v aſk me the Queſtion 
after what I have ſeen? Seen! returned the 
other, very calmly, pray now, have you ſeen a 
Ghoſt, that it has frighted you ſo? Dear Ma- 
dam, be compoſed, Was not my Huſband 
here juſt now? replied the Lady: Your Huſ- 
band ! Sure your Brain is turned ! No, your 
Huſband was not here: You fancied you faw 
his Spirit: Lord preſerve my Brother: I wiſh 
no Accident may happen to him. Mrs.Cameron 
- amazed at the Impudence of the Woman, and 
unwilling to expoſe ſo horrid a Scene before 
the Servants, acquieſced that ſhe might have 
' ſeen a ſpirit ; and ſo returned to the Nurſery 
with what ſhe came for, oppreſſed with the 
utmoſt Confuſion, 


From this Time forward irs. Cameron never 

was happy; inward Jealouſy, and public Jars 
with the Brother and Siſter, made her mi- 
| ſerable, 


** 
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ſerable, and it is believed ſnortened her Days; 


for ſhe lived but a few Years, and thoſe buried 
in the deepeſt Melancholly. After her Death, 
Miſs Ferny continued to manage her Brother's 
Houſe; and the Country are ſtrongly prepoſ- 
ſed, that ſhe had ſeveral Children, the Fruits 
of this inceſtuous Commerce. | 


Her Brother died ſome Years ago, leaving 
his eldeſt Son, a Minor, and little better than 
an Ideot: He left Miſs Jenny his Executrix, 
and when he arrived at the Age of Fourteen, 


the Boy himſelf choſe her Curatrix, that is, 


Guardian to his Eſtate, which ſhe has managed 
ever fince: For tho' her Nephew is of Age, 
yet his Incapacity is ſuch, that be cannot tranſ- 
act any Buſineſs, but leaves it intirely to his 
Aunt. 1 


When the Chevalier Charles came to Lochiel's 
Houſe, Lochiel ſent an Order to Mr. Cameron 
of Glendeſſery, to raiſe his Men and join the 
Family Standard, Mr, Cameron incapable of 
obeying ſuch a Summons, his Place was fu 
plied by his Aunt Miſs Jenny, who ſoon got 


together two hundred and fifty Men, and 


marched at the Head of them to the Pre- 
tender's Camp. She was dreſſed in a Sea-green 


Riding Habit, with a Scarlet Lapel trimmed 


with Gold; her Hair tied behind in looſe 
Buckles, 
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Buckles, with a Velvet Cape, and ſcarlet Fea- 
ther : She rode a bay Gelding, with green 
Furniture, richly trimmed and fringed with 
Gold; inſtead of a Whip, ſhe carried a naked 
Sword in her Hand; and in this Equipage ar- 
rived at the Camp. A Female Officer was an 
extraordinary Sight, and the Novelty being re- 
ported to the young Chevalier, he went out of 
the Lines to meet this Supply. Miſs Jenny 
rode up to him, and without the leaſt Daſh 
in her Countenance, gave him an Officer-like 
Salute, acquainting him, That as her Nephew 
© was not able to attend the Standard, 
ſhe had raiſed his Men, and brought them 
to his H- ſs; ſhe believed them ready 
© to hazard their Lives in his Cauſe ; and tho' 
© at preſent they were commanded by a Wo- 
* man, ſhe hoped they had nothing womaniſh 
about them; for ſhe found that ſo glorious a 
Cauſe had raiſed in her Breaſt every manly 
Thought, and quite extinguiſhed the Wo- 
man: What an Effect then (added ſhe) muſt 
it have upon thoſe who have no feminine 
© Fears to combat, and are free from: the 
© Incumbrance of Female Dreſs? Theſe Men, 
* Sir, are yours; they have devoted themſelves 
to your Service; they bring you Hearts as 
well as Hands; I can follow them no fus- 
* ther, but ſhall pray for your Succeſs, This 
Speech ended, ſhe ordered her Men to paſs in 


review 


. 
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review before the Chevalier, who expreſſed 
himſelf pleaſed with their Appearance, but 


much more with the Gallantry of their Female 
Leader : He conducted her himſelf to his 
Tent, and treated her with as much Diſtinc- 
tion as if ſhe. had been a Dutcheſs; her Hu- 


mour was extremely free, and as full of Gaiety 


as if ſhe had been but fifteen, The young 


Pretender was delighted with her Converſation, 
and while ſhe ſtayed in the Camp, paſſed ſe- 


veral Hours with her, but ſtill in Company : 


He uſed to call her Colonel Cameron, and ſhe 
has been ever ſince more diſtinguiſhed by this 


Name than Miſs Jenny. 


The Succours ſhe had brought him, the 
early Aſſiſtance her Family had furniſhed him, 
were ſufficient Grounds to careſs her more 


than ordinary, for political Reafons ; but the 


Manner of her Appearance, and her own fin- 
gular Humour, muſt certainly recommend 
her to a young Gentleman, who is ſaid not 
to want Politeneſs: But her Age, which is 


within a Year or two of fifty, muſt ſecure her 
from the Scandal of being a Miſtreſs ; this 


Story having no other Foundation; than that 
of a Woman of ſome Diſtinction being in the 


-Camp. They concluded her young, and of 
conſequence a Miſtreſs; but thoſe who know 
her, will acquit her of that at preſent ; though if 


the 
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the ſame Thing had happened thirty Years 


ago, there would have been nothing unnatural 
in the Suppoſition, 


She continued with the Army till they 
marched for England; and joined them again 
upon their Return at Falkirk; ſhe has been. 
frequently reported to have been taken, but 
without Foundation ; and where ſhe is now, 


is as much a Secret, as where the reſt of the 
Rebel Chiefs are. 
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